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was under consideration, the officers of
the Crown Law Depariment pointed out
that when new distriets were formed or
a subdivision was made In regard to
roads districts, some difficnlty was ex-
perienced beeanse wlhere boards had
borrowed money and struck rates theve
was a dilference of opinion as regarded
the allotment of the unexpended money
in the recopstructed districts, A good
deal of annoyance has heen caused in the
adminisiration of the Act not only to the
department but also to ratepayers. When
a distriet is so formed there is almost
invariably an amount of ‘arrears of rates
outstanding and under existing eonditions
the roads board that struck the rate can
elaim the amount of the rate them dwe.
These alterations to the various clauses
have been made—they are really only
slight alterations to the prinecipal Act—
for the express purpose of giving the
Minister power to decide questions when
they are referred to him. At the present
fime some doubt exists as to who should
be the arbiirator, and whether the arbi-
tration is valid or not. During the com-
ing year we expect one or two new roads
board distriets fo be formed. There
is also an application in regard to
the alteration of some of the wards,
and a difflerence of opinion already
exists in regard to the allocation of
funds and loan moneys which have
been raised in new disiricts. These
clauses are put in at the express desire
of the Crown Law Department, owing to
the doubt which now exists in regard to
the settlement of the questions I have jost
referred fo. The Bill is only heing intro-
duced in order to re-cnact the Roads
Act unhil 1926. 1 think I have given hon.
members a fairly eclear idea of the prinei-
ples of this small measure. I move--
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore}
(11.11]: I have gone carefully into this

Riil and compared it with the principal
Aect. Tt is purely a machinery measure
which is to provide for the procedure fo
be adopted in the case of the union of
certain distriets, or subdivisions of cer-
tain distvicts, From my knowledge.of the
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Aect I cannot see that there is anything
in the Bill that is likely to cause any
discussion, and I am prepared to let it
pass the second reading, I am quite sure
that hon. members, if they go through the
Biil earefully, will find there is nothing
in il that they can objeet lo.

The Minister for Works: I promised
the leader of the Opposition I would not
pass the second reading of the Bill to-
night. I trust someone will move the ad-
journment of the debate.

On motion by Mr. Robinson debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT fook the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, RETIRE-
MENT OF C. F. GALE

Attendance of Member of Assembly.

On motion by Hon. J. J. HOLMES
(North) ordered: “That a Message be
sent to the Legislalive Assembly asking
that House to authorise the Hon. R. H.
Tuoderwood to attend and give evidence
before the select committee on the retire-
ment of Mr. C. F. Gale.”
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Senate of the University of West-
ern Austratia for year ending 3lst
December, 1914. 2, Municipal Corpora-
tions Aet, 1906.—By-laws Nos. 3 and 31
of the municipality of Perth. 3, Plant
liseases Aect, 1914.—Regulations. 4,
Abattoirs Act, 1909.—Regulations. 5,
Roads Aet, 1911—(a) Cue-Day Dawn
Road Board.—By-laws. (b} Darling
Range Road Board.—By-laws re special
roll for loan poll. G, Mines Depart-
ment, report for year 1914, 7, Pub-
lic Service Commissioner, report for year
ended 30th June, 1915. 8, State holels,
profit and loss aecount and balanee sheet
to 30th June, 1913, with Auditor Gen-
eral’s report. 9, Return of receipts and
expenditure, etc,, in eonneetion with State
hatteries in the mining industry (asked
for by Hon. R. (. Ardagh). 10, New-
castle-Bolgart railway. extension, map of.

OBITUARY—HON. D. G. GAWLER,
LETTER IN REPLY.
The PRESIDENT:
the following letter:—
The Hon, the President, Dear sir,—
On behalf of myself and my children
T wish to thank you and the Colonial
Seeretary and members of the Legisla-
tive Couneil for the kind resclution of
svrupathy and condolence in our great
loss and sorrow.  Believe me, Yours
sincerely, May Gawler. Coltesloe, 23rd
August, 1915,

I have received

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEER,
_HORSE-RACING CONTROL.
Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. H. P. COLE-
BATCH the time for bringing up the
report of this committee was extended

for a fortnight,

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.
Eztension of Time.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY the time for bringing up the

report of this eommittee was extended

for one fortnight.
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QUESTION — PARLIAMENTARY
ALLOWANCES AND VOLUNTARY
DEDUCTION.

Hon. G, SOMMERS asked the Col-
onial Secretary: Js the voluntary dedue-
tion of 7.89 per cent. of their salaries
made by members of both Houses uni-
versal? 1f not, how many members have
refused to make such deduction?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: No. One member of the Legisla-
{ive Assembly refused fo agvee to the re-
duction; three failed to reply to the
Deputy Premier’s civeular, and eight
others gave authorities for reduction for
a stated period, which has now expired.
Two members of this House failed io re-
ply to the eircular, and in the cases of
three other members of this Chamber the
authorities for reduction have either ex-
pired or been withdrawn.

QUESTION — VOTERS AND PAY-
MENT OF INCOME TAX.

Hou. F¥. CONNOR (for Sir E. H.
Wittenoom) asked the Colonital Secre-
tary: 1, What is the number of volers
entitled to vote for the Legislative As-
sembly? 2, How many of such voters
are exempt from payment of income tax
owing to the amount of their annual in-
come being under £2007 3, Alternafively
how many of sueh voters paid income
tax?

The COILONTAL SECRETARY re-
plied : 1, 190,025. 2, Approximately the
number remaining after dedueting 14,395
from 190,025. 3, Approximately 12,313.
It should be explnined that 2,082 of the
14,395 exempted (vide No. 2) are ren-
dered exempt from income tax by the
further deductions allowed by the Aect,
such as £10 per child under 18, life assur-
ance premiums, and the abatement under
Section 17 where the ineome is derived
from taxable land. '

QUESTION — STEAMSHIP
ERN AUSTRALIAY
Hon. W. KINGSMILY, asked the Col-
onial Seeretary: 1, Have the Government
sold the s.5. “Western Australia” or are

“WEST-
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negoliations in hand to that end? If so,
will she be sold by public tender? 2, Is
it the intention of the Government to
purchase a steamship to replace the
“Western Australia”? Are negoliations
proceeding for that purpose? 3, If so, in
view of the eritical state of the finances
wil] the Government seek the approval of
Parlinment before concluding such pur-
chase? 4, In any case, will the Govern-
ment conduect such negotiations by a sys-
tem of public tender?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, The “Western Australia” has
not been sold, but she has been pilaeed
with a firm of ship-brokers for the pur-
pose of sale. Publie tenders will not be
called, as it is not customary in the ship-
ping business to dispose of boats by that
method exeept for breaking up, and the
Government is saiisfied that the firm of
brokers employed is in touch with likely
buyers of a steamer suitable only for
special work, A reserve has, however,
been fixed. 2, The Government is eon-
sidering the question of placing an order
for the building of a ship to replace the
“Western Auwustralia,” and at the same
time eonvey ehilled meat from Wyndham
to Fremantle; but has been advised that
even if the orders were given now it
would be impossible to complete same
earlier than -within twelve months after
the end of the war. In view of this and
the necessity for wmaking provision for
dealing with the product of the Wynd-
ham meaf works, the Government have
taken advantage of an opportunity which
offered to secure a twin-serew Diesel
engined steamer, on the rveport of Sir
John Biles, the eminent naval architect.
Until the works are finished, the wvessel
will engage in the carriage of Western
Australian produce to London, returning
with CGovernment material and general
cargo, She will then be insulated to
carry chilled meat to Fremantle; and
afterwards, when another ship (which
will be absolutely necessary) has heen
built to take her place on the Wyndham
ran, she will be utilised for the carriage
of frozen meat from Wyndham to Lon-
don. 3, The Governmeni realises the

[COUNCIL.]

critieal state of the finances, and las
eifected the purchase by means which will
obviate any drain on the monetary re-
sources of the State at a period when it
is necessary to conserve the publie funds.
The Government will promptly lay all
papers relative to the purchase hefore
Parliament, and feels convineed that
when the faels are known and the press-
ing need for the ship recognised, its ac-
tion will he endorsed. Parliamentary au-
thority will be asked to build another ship
for the purpose already set forth, In
conneetion with this latter project, Sir
John WBiles has intimated that, as it is
impossible at this time to anticipate what
the cost of such a vessel would be, the
proper course is to build on the basis of
prime cost with a percentage for charges,
and obtain tenders from reputable ship-
builders on such a basis. 4, Answered by
Nos. 2 and 3.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1. Enemy Contracts Annuiment.
2, Bread Act Amendment.

Returned to the Assembly
amendment.

without

BILL — GOVERNMENT ELECTRIC
WORKS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [444] in moving
the second reading said: This is a Bill
to amend the Government Electric Works
Act Amendment Aet which was passed
last session. With one exception the
amendments have no effect on the
general scope of the Aet. The main
amendment is that proposed to be made
to Section 5 of the Act under which the
Commissioner is empowered to establish
and maintain electric works subject to
the consent of any local authority in
any area in which the works are to be
operated. It is in respect of thig pro-
viso that an amendment s sought by
striking out certain words which give
local aunthorities wnlimited powers of
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prohibition within their area and insert-
ing the following—

Provided also that the Commissioner
shall not sell or supply electricity with-
in the district of a local authority other-
wise than to a State department or
agency (State or Commonwealth)
without the consent of the local
aathority, if such loeal auvthority has
established electric works within its
distriet prior to the establishment or
construciion by the Commissioner of
electric works within the same distriet.

Those words now sought to be struck ont
were inserted in this House and they
have had a wider effect than probably
was anticipated. The Aet as passed has
hindered the Government te such an ex-
tent that if it were desired to supply a
Government departmuent in the metro-
politan area, outside the municipality of
Perth, and a Joeal autherity, between the
point of supply and the point to which
the current was to he taken, objected to
the passage of the current through its
area, that loeal authority could prevent
the Government supplying the depart-
ment as desired. The Government natur-
ally objects to the loeal anthorities hav-
ing power to prevent it from supplying
its own departments, no matter where
they may be sitvated, in the metropolitan
area. ' The object of erecting a large
power house was to supply the needs of
the whole metropolitan area, and we want
to supply the wants of Government de-
partments all over that area. More than
that, however, the Claremont council also
objected to the current bheing taken
through its municipality, although we do
not propose to supply anyone in Clare-
mont. The railway line is intersected by
a street, and we ecannot cross the streef
either above it or under it, with our
eable, although we desire to supply North
Fremantle with curvent at their own re-
quest. This indicates what unfair and
unreasonable advantaze is being taken of
the present Act. The Government is not
desirous of using the eurrent to oust any
municipality from generating or supply-
ing eurrent on its own account. We do
not desire to enfer into competition in
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any way, in fact, it is desired that the
loeal authorities shall act as retailers of
the current. The Government holds,
however, that where it is desired to sup-
ply Government departments or agencies
the local authorities should not have
power to withhold their consent, and it
is to prevent this that the present Bill 1s
designed. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. R. J. LYNN (West) [4.50]: 1
am rather surprised at the very poor
case made ont by the [eader of the House
in support of a measure which has such
far-reaching effects, The only argument
used by the leader of the House is that
Claremont objected to the mains going
through their municipality to supply the
North Fremantle wmunieipality. As a
member of the Fremantle Tramways
Board, I know that the North Fremantle
Muonicipal Couneil have an agreement
with the Fremantle Tramways Board for
a term of 4% years from date, so that
T am at a loss to understand why ihe
CGovernment desire to incur any addi-
tional expense in the way of transmit-
ting this current to North Fremantle,
when they cannot possibly enter into an
agreement with them for a term of 4%
vears. The Bill has very far-reaching
effects indeed from a local governing
standpoint. I desire fo point out that
when in 1913 the original Act was in-
troduced in another plaee, it was pre-
sented for a specific purpose. It was
theu stated by the Premier when intro-
dueing it, that if was necessary, as the
Government had nationalised the tram-
ways, that a power house should be in-
stalled in order to meet the increased re-
¢uirements of the system, and in view
of the Perth City Council also baving
absorbed lhe rights of the Perth Gas Co.,
it was essential they should have some
extension of their borrowing powers, so
that they might instal another power
house in order to cope with the addi-
tional reguirements. The argument was

advaneed in the FLegislative Assembly
that, by the installation of the one
power house, a considerable saving
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would be effected to the ratepayers of
Perth as well as to the taxpayers of the
Government, Tt was pointed out in the
debate that followed, that Lo erect two
power houses would Involve an expendi-
ture of £230,000—that of the Perth City
Counetl would cost £130,000, and that of
the Government £130,000—and that two
separate and distinet systems would be
installed. One system, it was pointed
out, could be installed at a ceonsiderable
saving to all concerned. last week 1
asked ceriain questions in this House in
regard to ihe eost of the present instal-
lation, and the reply I received was that
it was estimated that the present instal-
lation would cost £295,000. So that, in-
stead of there being a saving of £40,000
or £50,000, by the installation of "one
power house to serve the metropolitan
area, the figures which were given to me
in reply to my questions show that the
estimaled cost will amount to £295,000,
clearly indieating that the ohject in con-
nection with the ratification of this agree-
ment has not been earvied into effect hy
the installalion of the present system.
The Premier also said it would be nnwise
for the Govermument to run mains along
one side of the street and to have the
mains of the Perth City Counecil on the
other side of the street. The House was
particularly anxious i(hat no injustice
should he done to any seetion of the com-
munity, and 1t was said that in conserv-
ing the interests of the Perth City Coun-
cil within a radius of five miles, the other
local governing bodies outside that limit
would not be interfered with, and that,
morecver, they were protected by the ex-
isting Aet. We know very well that ever
since responsible Government, or ever
since the formation of municipalities,
they have enjoyed the privilege of re-
taining the lighiing if they so desired.
The Frewanile municipality (ried for
some considerable time by conecessions,
to get their municipality lighted hy elec-
trictty. Thev were unable, by offering
concessions, to have anything brought
abont which wounld improve the muni-
cipality, The result was that the counecil
embarked on a scheme in order to do
their own lighting, and they installed
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their own power house with the object
of doing their own operating. A Bill
was snbmited in 1913, and after it was
introdueed, it was quite evident that the
Government anticipated something that
the House had never previously been
told anything ai all about, It was evi-
dent, after the introduction of the Bill,
that they found themselves in the posi-
tion of having {o face additional heavy
cost in connection with their own power
house. Naturally they looked around for
a greater number of consumers in order
to reduce their standard charges. At the
heginning of this year an amendmeni of
the original Act was introduced. I
pointed out that if that amendment was
carried, it would have the effect of tak-
ing away the rights of the local govern-
ing bodies. Members will remember that
when T spoke on the second reading of
a Bill of an exaetly similar nature to the
present one, the Honorary Minister said
“T do not (hink the eonstruction placed
upon this clause is exactly correct, but
in order to make sure of my position I
will ask that progress be reported, and
will reply to the stafement made by Mr.
Lynn.® What do we find? That the Bill
was infrodueed, and the phraseology of
the clause was sueh as (o give the Com-
missioner power to do anything in op-
position to any exisfing scheme in any
other muonicipalily, We adopted that Bill
in this House, and when this was pointed
ont, it was recognised that the interests
of the municipalities must be protected.
The Honorary Minister never even called
for a, division when I moved an amend-
ment to insert those words. What bas
taken place since then? Nothing that I
know of, other than the anxiety of the
people controlling this power house to
rob other municipalities of the load they
carvy in order to reduee their standard
charges in connection with this scheme.
Last week I asked the Colonial Seecre-
tary one or two questions, One was as
to the cost of the new power house, and
the answer was, £293000. I also asked
what was the estimafed number of units
to be supplied per annum te (a) the
Perth City Couneil, and (b) the Perth
Tramways, and the reply was, 7,300,000
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units. The power house was originally
installed to supply these lweo distinet con-
somiers, the Perth City Council under-
taking that they would only charge 100
per cent. in excess of the price charged
by the Government to t(he Government
institutions. But the Perth City Council
find themselves to-day in very wuch the
same position as the Government do. The
capital charges in connection with this
scheme will not allow the Government to
sell eurrent at .75 unless they are in the
position of getting a grealt many more
consnmers than they have at the present
time. Ten per cent. for interest, sinking
fund, obsolescence and depreciation is
not one per cent. too much to add to any
power house plant, and I speak as one
having been associated with an electric
lighting scheme for the past eleven years
the depreciation of which has been con-
sidered from a commercial aspect. When
1 say that 10 per cent. per annum is not
too mueh to ask any system to allow, I
am speaking with some authority. If we
takke 7,300,000 units and the eapital
standing charges alone amounting to
£300,000, it will be seen that the slanding
charges will come to 1d. a unit, so that
even assuming they have their fuel
thrown in—I know they have auctomatic
stokers but even if the fuel eost nothing
—their standing charges alone would ex-
ceed the rate they have guoted the Perth
City Council. The Governmeni have pro-
tected the otherlocal governing authorities
within the five miles radius to this extent
that they allow the Perth City Council to
add standing charges to the amount of
£600,000 on top of their own £300,000
so that the other local governing bodies
within the five miles limit will have to
pay lhe interest, sinking fund and de-
preciation on the Perth City Council’s
scheme as well, Last week the South
Perth council, anxious o enter into an
agreement with the Perth City Counecil,
had to agree fo pay 3%d. per umit
whereas the Cottesloe municipality and
the North Fremantle municipality pay
the Fremantle Tramway Board an
average of 1.97d, so that a great
diffetence exists between the cost to
the municipalities adjoining Fremantle
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as against that which will be neces-
sary within the five miles radius of
Perth, I have no desire to impufe any
motives. 1 am sorry that I have had to
suggest some motive for the Government
in wanting to go through these muni-
cipalities, I asked the Colonial Secre-
tary if the Government had entered into
any arrangement or agreement with the
Naval Base to supply current. The reply
was “No,” and I believe the Colonial
Secretary thought such was really the
case. lTowever, ihe mayor of ¥remantle
has placed in my hands a eopy of a tele-
gram sent on the Tth of last month to
Mr, Burehell, Federal memhber for TFre-
maatle, as follows:—

We learn Naval Base wants elec-
tricity; please see Minister and insist
that Fremantle is asked to quote for
supply of same.

Mr. Burchell wired in reply—

Reference electric agreement Naval
Base Minister had eompleted an ar-
rangement with State Government to
supply 1d. per umit before receipt your
wire, Regret but eannot seciire review
of matter now.

If the Government have entered into this
agreement as stated by the Federal mem-
ber for Fremantle, T should like to know
whether they have done so legally. 1f it
bas been legally done why the necessity
for this Bill to enable the Government to
run their cables through Claremont and
Fremantle? If the Government have this
power, the Bill is not necessary. If they
have not the power, is the telegram wrong
ov i8 it the intention of the Government
to bludgeon this thing through irrespec-
tive of the consequences to any of the
local governing bodies?  As regards the
supply to the Naval Base, the sum of 1d.
per unit has been quoted in order to secure
an additional supply to reduee the stand-
ing charges on the total units generated
by the Government, I believe this is the
reason why the Government are so anxions
lo secure the passage of this Bill. How-
ever, fhis phase of the question was con-
sidered by the House in the early part of
this year and, if it be that the Govern-
ment find themselves in the position of
being faced with a loss similar to that
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ineurred on many of their undertakings,
they are to be complimented on looking
out for additional consumers though not
complimented if they propose to eonfis-
cate the rights of local governing bodies.
I have a mass of figures relating
to capital expenditure, loss in trans-
mission, and many other aspects of
the net cost of generating clectricity,
but I have no desire to weary the
House by quoting them. All I can say is
they have been compiled by an eminent
engineer of the City, and he points out the
impossibility of the Government supply-
ing under existing conditions af the rate
they have quoted. We have been fold in
another place that it will be to the advan-
tage of Fremantle to take current from the
Government. Will it be to the advantage
of Fremantle to take eurrent from the
Government when the periodicity is dif-
ferent from that in existence al Fre-
mantle? Will it be profitable to serap
plant of which Fremantle has had 10
yems’ experience at a very low generat-
ing cost and one equal to what the Gov-
ernment supply would eost if standing
charges were added? Will it be profitable
to diseard that plant and take current
from Perth which will mean an alteration
in the whole of the system at Fremantle?
I am perfectly well aware many engi-
neers contend that the alteration of this
periodicity is not as serious as some peo-
ple believe it is, but why should we, be-
ing satisfied with our local scheme, risk
the experiment of taking our supply from
the Government? This question has been
considered by the Fremantle Couneil and
they have decided that in the interests of
the municipality they bave no desire to
enter info the Government scheme and
they ask this House to protect the infer-
ests of the local governing body which in-
stalled a system at a time when they had
a right, by Act of Parliament, to do so.
When tbe system was installed at Fre-
mantle—and I mention Fremantle speci-
ally becanse it is the province I represent
—it was at a time when the Government
had a little installation of their own.
That plant was not sofficient to supply
the requirements of the Government in
those days and the Fremantle Council in-

[COUNCIL.]

stalled a system sufficiently large to sup-
ply their own and the Government's re-
quirements. From that day to the pre-
sent, the Fremantle system has been sup-
plying all the various Government depart-
ments there. It might be argued that the
Government have a perfeet right to sup-
ply their own departments, If the Gov-
ernment have a right to go into Fremantle
after the local couneil bave installed a
system that cost £150,000, after they have
pioneered the distriet by that installation
and after they have to some extent
stemmed the evil days that were on Fre-
mantle when people were leaving the
town on account of the lack of transit
and lighting facilities and when the pro-
perty of the town was pledged to the ex-
tent of £150,000—

Hon. A, Sanderson: When was that?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: In 1903. Having
stemmed that tide and having accom-
plished so mueh, the Fremantle Council
have a right to ask that the larger gov-
erning hody, namely the State, be not al-
lowed to enter inte ecompefition with
them. I can understand the brevity of
the remarks of the Colonial Secrefary in
moving the second reading of the Bill
He is naturally awalting an opportunity
to rebut some of the statements which
will be made in eritieism of this measure.
I do not know that this is altogether fair
but perhaps it is pardonable in the eir-
cumstances. If we were told that the
Fremantle Tramway Board were doing
something in oppeosition to the best inter-
ests of the adjoining municipalities, or
were attempting in any direction to use
their scheme as a monopoly to force up
the price of current fo an undue extent
and, in face of that, sought protection
in the direction of refusing authority to
supply adjoining municipalities from the
Government scheme, the House would
have a right to refuse to grant any pro-
tection at all, but when the Tremantle
Board are selling their eurrent at an
average of 1.97d. to adjoining municipali-
ties, and when I state that the Perth City
Council is not in a position to supply
current at anything like that cost and that
therefore the bodies adjoining Fremantle
have a great advantage over the loeal au-
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thorities within the five-mile radius of
Perth, a statement borne out by the fact
that only last week the Perik City Coun-
cil stipulaied 3Y%%d. per unit for an agree-
ment to be entered inte with the South
Perth Council, we are entitled to the pro-
teetion of this House. The TFremantle
scheme has been a suceess. Daring ifs
10 years of operation there has been a
surplus of approximately £110,000; it
has paid in interest approximalely
£50,000, and bhas set aside a sum of
£60,000 against depreciation, sinking
fund and obsolescence. In view of the
proved successful operation of the scheme
—the first muneipal system of its kind
installed in Australasia—is it right that
the Government should enter that muni-
" cipality and compete against its scheme?

Hon, J. F, Cullen: What is the charge
the Government propose?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: As low as 13d.
A. point I also desire to stress is that of
the eomparison bhetween this muniecip-
alised scheme and some of the Govern-
ment undertakings. Surely we do not
propose to prejudice the suceess of such
a scheme in the interests of an undertak-
ing commenced by the Government. [
do not know whether it is eorvect but 1
understand that the very foundations of
the system in Perth will cost more than
the generating plant in ¥Fremantle. The
imterest and sinking fund will amount to
a sum equal to the total of the generating
plant at Fremantle station. Then we are
told that this enrrent ean be supplied at
a less cost. One objection T have is that
the munieipality of Fremantle shonld
reap some benefit from any Government
institution for its lighling in its own
locality. In Fremantle fo-day we have
Government buildings facing a frontage
of three miles; we also have Government
property, the capital value of which
amounts to £726,000. If that were rated
on a properiy basis, it would mean
£29,000 per annum in rafes; if it were
rated on the rateable value on the same
basis as the rate at present in existence
in Fremantle, it would yield a revenue of
£5,600. There was a time in the history
of this State when the Government could
say “Yes; but we subsidise the municip-
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ality, why should we pay rates?’  The
municipality of Fremantle received last
vear less than £1,000 in subsidy from the
Government, and sinece June last, the be-
ginning of the present financial year,
those subsidies have been falling off. Yet
in view of that, the Government say “We
have a perfeet right to sell current with-
in your boundary direct, and though we
refuse to pay rates, we can refuse you
permission to get any direct benefit for
the lighting of any property we have in
your locality.” There is one serious as-
pect whieh this Bill will have in its re-
sulis on the municipality. Considering
the amount of money we have borrowed
in connection with the scheme, if we are
to have compelition.from the Govern-
ment, if the Government are to bhave a
free license to come into the municipality
and do anything they like in this direc-
tion, naturally a very heavy depreciafion
must sef in, I am quite aware that the
same argument will be used as was used
when the Covernment ¢ame in and nation-
alised the Perth city tramways. It was
then said they were taking away the
rights of the Perth City Council, and at
the same time refused them the right 1o
purchase, Puf Fremantle in an exactly
similar position. If the Government
must have the right to supply in order to
wenerate at a profit, let them come down
to Fremantle and buy out the Fremantle
system. The Colonial Seeretary smiles,
I am reminded of the remarks made by
Mr. Colebateh, when arguing strenuously
against the nationalisation of the Perth
trams—and 1 would like to remind the
Colonial Secretary that we have no wat-
ered stoek

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I told you then
that they were robbing Perth, also that
they were robbing Fremantle.

Hon, R. J. LYNN: If ihe Government
will come to Fremantle and say they will
give the Fremantle people three per cent.
on the gross receipts of the tramway sys-
tem, and will pay on the same valuation
at Fremantle as they paid for the Perth
tramway system, then I am quite safe in
saying that I would not oppose the pur-
chase. So long as the taxpayers of Fre-
mantle are not inferfered with—and the
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Premantle system comprises the big bulk
of the taxpayers—then ne harm can be
done; beeause we do not want the Gov-
ernment to shower on us all those won-
derful schemes they lave for the reduc-
lion of rates. We do not believe in them
in Fremantle; we are prepared to go on
as we have done in days gone by, and if
the Government will simply leave us
alone we shall be quite bappy. There is
another aspect of this question. Take
the roads boards outside the five-mile
radius. T have reeeived a strong objec-
tion from the Fremantle Roads Board,

who ask why the Government should
come lhrough their distriet, That is a

right they have had preserved to them by
Act of Purliament for many years; and
they say “if the Government can come
through our voads distriet and compete
with us in any direction, it will, to a great
extent, nullify the effect of any agree-
ment we may be in a position to enter
into with the tramway board or the Gov-
ernment.”  That position ean Be elearly
shown. Take any one of the roads hoards
within the five-mile radius of the Perth
City Council. They are not called npon
to buy exclusively or direet from the
Government. The Government refuses to
sell to them diveet. They say, “We shall

supply you through the Perth City Coun- .

cil, and you will be asked, first of ali, to
pay standing charges on an approximate
amount of money before you ean get a
sapply.”  Outside the five-mile radins we
have to profect ourselves. T hope this
House will refuse to sanction this Bill
There has been no argnment brought for-
ward to justify its passing, It is the
same measure as was introdueed in this
House in the early part of this year.
The Colonial Secretary: Exactly?
Hon. R. J. LYNN: Its vesult will be
exactly the same. My objection is that
the (iovernment shonld not have the right
to come into any munieipality without the
sanetion of (he lacal autherity. That
was the amendment T moved in this
House in the ecarly part of the year: that
amendment was acceptable to this House,
and now the Government are endeavour-
ing to get this amending Bill through, in
order to defeat what was accomplished
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here in the early part of the year. I
eannot understand why some of our high
officials of State shounld be so anxious to
confiscate the interests of Fremantle.
Riding on a tram ear one meels one or
two of these high-placed officials, and if
one has anything to say in connection
with the scheme they become excited and
want te know why the State should not
have the right to do this. I think T know
why. The reason is that the Government’s
scheme has been so loaded that it will be
impossible for them to show any profit at
the rale they are quoiing. Bui take the
Subiaco counneil, coming within the five-
mile radius, or the Claremont eouncil. TIs
it a fair thing that those local governing
bodies, Claremont and Subiaco, should
pay the standing charges of £600,000 on
the Perth scheme?

Hon, J. Duffell It does not affect them.

Han, R. J, LYNN: Why? Can the
Subiaco couneil buy outside of the Perth
scheme?

Hon. J. Duffell: They can generate for
themselves,

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Yes; ¢very muni-
cipality has that right. No Act can de-
siroy it. My point is that a small plant
like Subinco ean generale current at o
cheaper ratc than the Government scheme.

Hon. J, Cornell: They can generatoe
cheaper at Kalgoorlie than at Subiaco.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: If the Government
have loaded this scheme £300,000 for
standing charges, capital expenses, and if
there has to be ndded £600,000 for the
Perth City Couneil seheme, what benefit
is it, even to those adjoining munieipali-
ties within the five-mile radius, Abso-
lutely nene. T am prepared to submit
that the people of Fremantle have no
right to object if the Government desire
to supply North Fremantle, Cottesloe, or
any other loeal governing bhody outside
onr boundaries, But if the Covernment
ean go to North Fremantle and supply at
1d., or to the Naval Base and supply at
1d.—which, according to this wire, they
have evidently done—nnd they cannof
supply South Perth, which is eloser, for
less than 3%%d., that is a clenr indieation
that this Bill was introduced for the
specific purpose of amalgamating the two
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systems and supplying the Perth fram-
ways and the Perth City Council. We
have no right in this House to allow this
Bill to pass, in view of the capital ex-
penses, Tt will be of no benefit to Fre-
mantle. We do not desire at the present
time to take current from the Govern-
ment and I think the House will agree
that after 10 years of suceessful opern-
tion, it would be unwise on the part of
the people of Fremantle to entertain tak-
ing current from Perth, from a sysfem of
a different type and altogether different
from the one they are now using. |1
propose to .ask the House, in Committee,
to delete that proviso.
The Colonial Secretary interjected.

Hon, R, .J. LYNN: If there be any ad-
ministrative clanse in the Bill which the
Minister desires specially to see passed,
I have no objection, hut if the Minister
considers that if this proviso be delefed
the Bill is of no use to him, I am pre-
pared lo move for the rejeclion of the
measure. I thonght perhaps, however,
that one or two of the small clauses might
be to some effect, and T have no desire to
hamper the Minister in that direefion.

Hon, J. DUFFELL (Metropoliian-
Suburban) [5.29]: T do not propose to
take up much of the time of the House in
the discussion of this Bill, and shall ad-
dress myself chiefly to the remarks made
hy hon. members on this question, so far
as it affects local governing bodies in my
district. I do not think this amendment
is moing to affect us in any material way,
Tt was distinetly laid down and inserfed
in the original Aet, and it was I whe
gsigned the agreement whieh set ouf
specifically that a loecal governing hody
within the five-mile radins would not be
rated. I see nothing in this amending
Bill to disturb that arrangement. Tf I
read the Bill rightly, it simply asks for
permission to lay a eable through any of
the distriets which at the present time
have their own electric lighting plants.
That being so, I as the representative of
one of the loeal governing bodies eon-
cerned, which body is within my eleefo-
rate, have not received from that bedy
anything in the nature of objection fo the

so. I
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Bill. [ do not quiie know how to regard
the telegram read by an hon. member as
emanating from the representative of
Fremantle in the Federal Hovse of Re-
presentatives. That message states that
an agreement has already been enlered
into with the State Government. Against
this, we have the assurance of the leader
of this House that no agreement has been
made. Still, in the event of an agree-
ment having been concluded for the sup-
piv by the Western Austiralian Govern-
mient of eurrent to the Naval Base at 1d.
per unil, I do not consider it justifiable
to assume that the Government would be
losing mouney fherchy, simply because the
Fremantle council cannol sell current at
a lower rate than 114d. We have to take
into consideration the fact that the Gov-
ernment have provided means for gener-
ating a greater amount of current than
they can see their wav to dispose of at
the present time. It is with the object
of bringing into being industries sueh as
will be required in connection with the
Naval Rase, that the Government wish
to avail themseclves of this opportanity,
even if they have fo sapply current at
1d. per wnif. Tt way be urged that
Subiaco at the present time eannot he
supplied hy the Government, huat if the
City of Perth could supply Subiaco at
a lesser cost than that at whieh the muni-
cipality ean generate, I have no hesita-
tion in saying thai Subiaco would readily
agree to purchase its power from Perth.
The principal Act, however, contains a
provision that interest and sinking fund
must he added to the original cost to the
Giovernment, .75d., which additions would
pretty well raise the cost to 2d. per anit.
In that way Subiaco would he unable to
take current from Perth. The fact re-
mains, however, that the Government
have installed a large plant, and there-
fore ean generate more eurrent than is
at present reqoived. T do not think it
would be good policy on the part of this
House to throw any obstacle in the Gov-
ernment’s way.

Member: They will erush other hodies.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: 1 do not think
do not beheve the Government
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would erush Fremantle even if Fremantle
sapplied current to the Naval Base. Be-
sides, we bave to consider the horthern
suburbs. If the Government ean supply
current at the price which has been
gooted, why should we stand in the way
of allowing them the neeessary privilege,
which I contend they have not at the
present (ime, of running their main cable
through the various municipalitiest It
must be understood that there is no in-
tention of tapping that main cable within
the boundaries of sueh municipalities and
competing against any local governmg
body already in possession of a generat-
ing station. The idea underlying this
ineasure i a4 new one—one which has
arisen since the Act of 1913 was passed.
One purpose is to supply current to the
Naval Base.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: The Government
say they are not going to supply current
to the Naval Base.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: The Government
say the opposite, and they are justified
in so supplying. As I previously pointed
out, we have to bear in mind thaf the
machinery installed by the Government
15 capable of generating eurrent consider-
ably in excess of the present demands. I
may put it that the Government are look-
ing half an inch befgre their nose. The
machinery is there, the current is gener-
ated, and the Government have to find an
oullet for that current. If the current is
sold to the Naval Base at 1d. per unit,
that does not imply that there will be any
loss. The current representing a surplus
which would otherwise not be turned into
cash, the Government ean afford to sell
it at 1d.; -and thereby they will bring
down the higher rate of cost which wouid
be inenrred but for this outlet. Otber-
wise they really would not be able to
supply municipalities at the price which
was agreed upon originally, and which
was hased upon the figures furnished by
Messrs. Merz and MeLellan when that
firm entered into a contraet to instal the
machinery, We must not lose sight of
the fact that since the principal Aet was
placed on the statute-book a great many
changes have taken place. The war in
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Europe has brought about such a chaotic
state of affaivs that the cost of the
machinery installed in the power house
is considerably higher than anticipated.

Member: On whose authorily do you
make that statement?

Hon. J. DUFTFELL: On the authority
of the faets before us. On the anthority
of the contractor, 1if the hon. member
likes. The fact remains that the cost of
the machinery has been considerably
higher than the tender price, by reason
of the outbreak of war,

ITon. H. P. Colebateh : That is the con-
tractor’s loss. ’

Hon. J. DUFFELL: No, because force
majeure intervened hetween the con-
tractor and the Government of the coun-
try which was to mannfaeture the machi-
nery, Germany. The fact remains that
the contractor had to go further afield
or look to other sources for the supply
of mwachinery. I say that withount fear
of contradiction.

Hon. J. I. Holmes:
{ractors German.

Hou. J. DUFFELL : No, but the
machinery was heing manufactured in
Germany. It was generally acknow-
ledged, up to the time the war broke out,
that the machinery manufactured in Ger-
many was second to none made in any
part of the world, That was acknow-
ledged by the trade.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: How were tenders
called?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I am not going
to enter into that argument at all. What
applied to contracts in other directions
applied also to the contraet for that ma-
chinery, Hon, members know that the
works were held up for a long time, pend-
ing the contractors’ getting on the track
of machinety similar to that which they
had undertaken to supply. They did eveu-
tually get the machinery required.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did they get it
through America?

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Hon. members ean
{ind that out for themselves. The higher
eost of the machinery accounts for the
difference between the amonnt of the orig-
inal contraet and what the cost has turned

Were the con-
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out to be. 1 ask in the name of common
sense, would hon. members bhave
the Government hang up the whole
of that plant, stop the progress
being made with the erection of
snub-stations and so forth, until the
war i5 ended, rather than pay the extra
cost of the machinery? 1 contend that
the amendments proposed by this Bill
will not affect local governing bodies one
Jot or tittle.  Neither Claremont nor
Subiaco has said anything in opposition
to the Bill, In the ¢irenmstanees, having
no instructions from those I have the
honour to represent here, I do not intend
to throw any obstacle in the way of the
passage of this amending Bill. Op the
other hand, [ trust the time is not far dis-
tant when this scheme will be eompleted,
when we shall have an improved system
of ronning the Perth trams, and when
the City of Perth will be in a position
to supply current at a lower price than
the present; wiich will all go towards
hastening the dawn of the millenium.
Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [542]): It
seems to me that the Government at the
present fime on this guestion are in very
much the same position as they have heen
in with regard to a great many other nat-
ters into whieh they have enfered. Weo
all know that once a misluke is made it
frequently happens that a great number
of tollies have to be committed in order
to overcome the difficulties arising trom
the initial error. In saying this, 1 am
perhaps disagreeing somewhat with Mr.
Lynn, The experience of Fremantle,
where we have our own tramway system,
has shown us—and more particularly to-
day, sinee we have had the opportunity
of comparing the tram service in Fre-
mantle with ibhat in Perth—that muni-
cipalities, when they put their shoulder
to the wheel, ean manage their own affairs
better than these can be managed by the
present Government. In acquiring the
Perth tramway system, instead of allow-
ing the municipality to acquire it, the
Government made that initial mistake
which has led to all the difficulties in
which they are now plunged. When the
power house scheme was first reported
tpon, it was intended, as may be gathered
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from the Premier’s remarks on the meas-
ure in another plaee, to put down a plant
for the purpose of supplying current for
tramway requirements, for lighting and
supplying power to the City of Perth,
and possibly for electrifying the railways
between Northam and Fremantle. That
was the reason for erecting the power

house. That was why the Govern-
ment  were fto enfer into another
State  enterprise in generating and
supplying current. It is because the

Government are in this measure endeav-
ouring to go beyond what they originally
set ont to do, that T am opposing the Bill,
Mr, Lynn has already pointed out to the
House the success which has attended the
Fremantle seheme during the ten years of
its existence, and it is not necessary for
me to stress that point. There are, how-
ever, one or two aspects of it which I
should like the House to take into con-
sideration. One is that after running ten
vears the Fremantle seheme has not cost
the Fremantle ratepayers onc shilling.
The whole of the expense connected with
it, including all the profits, have, as Mr.
Lynn has pointed out, been paid by the
consumers of current and by the users
of the trams, The latter come from all
parts of the State, or I might say from
all parts of the world. Thus the system
has nwot cost Fremantle one shilling in
rates. We look with pride to ihat fact,
and feel thiat a scheme whieh has pro-
duced such results is worthy of considera-
tion. Tn dealing with a measure of this
deseription, affecting Fremantle as this
Bill will do if it passes, it is neces-
sary to become to a eertain extent pare-
chial. And, therefore, it is necessary for us
to stress the advantages which the people
of Fremantle derive from controlling
their own affairs rather than aliowing
them to become controlled by the Gov-
ernment. We supply light at 6d. a anit
ta all consumers. We have done thai
from the inception of the scheme. 1t is

being done more cheaply than Kal-
egorlie and Boulder ean do if, be-
canse they have thad fo increase
their rate from 6d. to 7d. on ac-
ecouni of the advent of metallie

filament lamps which regnire consider-
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ably less enrrent to give the same light.
They have found it necessary to make
up the differepce in the rate, But the
Fremantle people have received from
the tramway board the henefit of the
inereased lighting and the cheaper
lighting by means of the metallic fila-
ment lamps withont any increase of
price having been imposed upon them.
Another thing in which Fremantle com-
pares favourably with Perth is this: We
are supplying our honseholders at a
migimum cost of 1s. 6d. a month as
against Perth, where the minimum is 3s.
There, again, we prove that the Fre-
mantle people, by managing their own
concern in their own way, have been
able to do better than Perth. Ve have
the best tramway system in Australia.
We give a time-fable of our tramway
service, one that ean he relied upon. It
is possibly not quite as reliable as that
of the meiropolitan railway system,
or even {hat of the Great Southern,
referred to by Mr. Cullen; but,
just the same, it is reliable, and
the people of Fremantle have little
to eomplain about in that diree-
tion. Dwvery part of Fremantle has
a tram service at 15 minutes interval,
"That is more than can be said for Perth,
for some of Perth’s snburbs, as large
almost as Fremantle, get a serviee of
only half an hour at certain times of
the day. There is no portion of Fre-
mantle where the serviee is less fre-
quent than 15 minutes, and at certain
times of the day it is accelerated to
three or four minates. The fares
charged on the Fremantle trams are the
cheapest in Australia. We give the peo-
ple a ride of eight miles for 3d. There
is no other place in Australia where this
is done, and, it must he remarked, we do
it without loss to the scheme. T am
stressing these points for the reason
that in another place, in diseussing this
measurve, there was apparently some mis-
eonception in regard fo the Fremantle
scheme. They dealt with our tramways
as if they were a separate sclieme from
our lighting.  The tramways and the
lichting are hut one scheme. The cur-
rent. is generated in the one power house,
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and the whole is eontrolled by one board.
The ove cannot be separated from the
other. The whole scheme embraces the
lighting and the trams, and consequent-
ly anything affecting the ¥Fremantle
scheme affects the scheme as a whole.
It has been said in another place that the
Fremantle people did not take the Gov-
ernment’s offer into consideration, $hat
they did not aceept seriously the ques-
tion of taking the eurvent from Perth,
and that they arrived at their conelu-
sion without mature consideration. The
Minister for Works said,

1 have no desire to make allegations
against the Fremantle Council, but
will state this fact, that there was a
conference between the tramway board
and Lhe two eouncils, and one coun-
cilior moved that the offer be not ae-
cepted.

1f we are to eondemn the whole town
becanse one councillor did not matorely
consider the question, I venture to say
that the sense of justice of tfhis
House is absolutely lost. The fact
that one member moved a resolu-
tion which was not even seconded
by any other member of the con-
ference shows that the conference
had decided to take the matter into
consideration, and were not going to
e a party to the closing down of this
question without mature consideration.
As a matter of faet, the Tremnntle
Tramway Board had this question under
discussion for over 12 months, and re-
port after report was produced on the
question, submittetl to the councils, eon-
sidered by the couneils, and, at the end
of that fime, when several conferences
had been held between the three bodies
down there, the nltimate result was that
the council decided that, in the interests
of their own seheme, they had better
retain the generating of their own elec-
tric current rather than take it from the
Government. To show the House that
they did consider it, I will suggest some
of the reasons why they rejected the
Government's offer to supply cuirent.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: What was that
offer?
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Hon. J. F. ALLEN: The offer from
the Government was at .85d. per unit.
That is on the Fremantle end of Lhe
ling, where we would take it into our
power house in bulk. We went into this
matier thoroughly, and we found we
could generate our own current at Fre-
mantle at practically the same price as
that at which we ¢ould buy it from the
Government. The actual cost per unit
which it would have meant to us, if we
had taken it from the Government, was
2.5044.

The Colonial Secretary:
not have to pay that for it.

ITon. J. ¥, ALLEN: TLet me explain.
We were fo receive the current from
the Government at .85d.; bui on top of
that certain charges would have to be
paid, owing to the necessity of our baving
to instal certain machinery for the utili-
sation of the current which we received
from the Government; the sub-stations
and the serapping of numerous motors
now engaged in generaing enrrent, and,
of course, interest and sinking fund on
this would have to he added to the cost
of the current when purchased from the
Giovernment. This loads these units
from .83d, to 25044, That would be
the aetual eost of the eurrent when Fre-
mantle would be able to retail it to cus-
tomers. We ourselves can generate it.
loaded up with the same charges. and
can supply at the present time at 2.5354.
per unit. So it will be seen that the
difference hetween the two proposals
is only .031d. per unit. That amount is
so infinitesimal that the local governing
bodies studied it very carefully before
deciding whether they would acecept the
CGovernment’s offer. Tf we had resolved
to take the current from the Govern-
ment we would have been immediately
under the necessity of supplyving to our
customers—who are at present under
agreement with us—ountside our own
boundary, and the Government within
our own boundary, at a eost of from
1%d, o 134d. Our net profits from these
eustomers would have dropped from
£2,000 odd per vear to £560, or a loss of
something like £1.500 a year. When we
added that to the other consideration,

You
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namely, that we were only going to lose
by the actual generation a point of three-
hondredths of a penny, it showed that
the advantage lay in the retention of Fre-
mantle’s own power house and scheme.
There were many other reasons, One was
that if we took the current from the Gov-
ernment we should be practically depend-
ent on & copper strand, runnning from
Fast Perth to Fremantle, for the maiu-
tenance of our entire seheme, 'The eur-
rent would have been brought down on
a single line, and in the event of any acci-
dent happening to that line the result
would have been an immediate paralysis
of the whole of Fremantle’s lighting
power and trawms until the line could be
repaired, That was eounted an important
point by the Fremantle people; because
at present any breakdown in our power
house would mean only the breakdown of
a portion of the scheme, the culting out
of a certain number of trams, or a cer-
tain number of lights, until repairs were
effected. The whole scheme would not he
paralysed as it would be by the breaking
down of the line hetween Perth and Fre-
mantle. Tt is a very important considera-
lion, and, as T have already pointed out,
the taking of the current from the Gov-
ernment would have Dbroken our agree-
ment with the local governing bodies. I
am going Lo deal with that later on, but
T would like to say here that the growth
of our own scheme—even sinee the day
when the manager for the tramway board
placed his report before the board—has
been considerable, and consequently our
generaling cost has gone down until at
present, if the same eomparison were
made again helween our generating cost
and the cost of taking the current from
the Government, the advantage would be
found {o be actually with our generating -
charges. Another reason why the offer
from the Government was turned down
was the objection of the Fremantle peo-
ple to centralisation. This is interesting,
heecause the present Government are sup-
posed to be opposed to centralisation, are
supposed to equitably distribute their
favours if it ean be done without loss to
the State. But in this ease the Govern-
ment, showed that thev wished to eonserve
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everything within one section of the State
to the detriment of outlying districts, and
the people of Fremantle held that to be
another reason why they should refuse
to take the current from the Government.
But the most important reason which
actuated the people of Fremantle in turn-
ing down the offer was the periodicity of
the eurrent. This has been touched upon
by Mr. Lynn, and I desire to touch upon
it later on under another heading of my
remarks. But undoubtedly this was the
most important reason which actuated the
Fremantle people in turning down the
Government’s proposal: It would have
eaused an enormous amount of money to
be expended by the board in the replace-
ment of motors and the complications that
would certainly have ensned. Still an-
other reason was the diffiealty we had in
pinning the Government down to a date
upon which they would bhe able fto
supply us with current if we entered
into an agreement. This might be
of interest to Mr. Duifell. At the
conference between the hoard and
the Commissioner and the Premier we
were told that the probability was that
the Government would be in a position fo
supply us with current from East Perth
at the 1st January of this year, but that
they would guarantee to give us the cur-
rent by the 1st Mareh. We had a @ounbi
about the ability of the Government to
supply af that time, and subsequent
events have shown that we were justified
in that donbt; beeause if the Government
hiad been in a position to supply us on the
1st January the whole of their machinery
should have been, not in Germany being
made, but on its way to Austrslia; De-
canse the time which would eclapse be-
tween then and the time they were sure
they could supply us with current would
have been required for the erection of
machinery here and the conneeting up be-
tween Perth and Fremantle. If the Gov-
ernment at that time had not the machi-
nery we were perfectly justified in turn-
ing down the offer for that reason. If
they at that time had the machinery on
the water for Australia, they were mis-
leading the people by saving that the pro-
hability was they could supply by the 1st
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Jannary. Another reason, of course, was
the desire for personal control of our own
scheme. We have controlled it well in
ihe past, and the people of Fremantle
felt that unless it conld be proved that
some material advantage would be de-
rived by their taking the current from
Perth, they were fully justified in adher-
ing Lo their own established scheme, The
Premier has made the statement that the
ouly ground upon which it was rejected
was, that it affected the power house staff
and would mean the throwing out of work
of a number of men in the municipality.
That was a paltry statement to emanate
from the leader of the (Government, and
I am surprised that a statement of that
nature should have heen made in aoother
place without refutation from the Mini-
ster for Works, who is thoronghly aware
of the facts. I am astounded that a
statement like that should have been made
without being resented by the representa-
tive of the district, who is also a member
of the Tramway Board itself. I think a
statement like that, coming from a res-
ponsible gentleman like the Premier, is
a slur upon the district, which should not
for a moment be allowed to pass by a
gentleman who was perfectly aware of
the eirewmstances,

The Colonial Secretary: I think you
are out of order,

Hon. J. ¥. ALLEN: I am only reply-
ing to o statement which has been made
in another place. I do not think wa
shonld allow sueh statements to pass un-
challenged, and we have no other oppor-
tunily except in this House. Unless Mr.
President rules me out of order, I think
I am entitled to proceed. It has been
alsu strongly emphasised that the man-
ager of fhe Fremantle scheme has said
that he was prepared to recommend the
taking of current from the Government.
The manager of the Fremantle system
never once officially recommended to
the Fremantle Tramway Board that
they should take current from the
Government.  His official report, or
recommendation, was that it would pay
the board beiter (o relain their own
scheme. The manager did, however,
state at the conference that if the scheme
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were his own he would consider the ad-

visability of taking emrrent from
the Government, not from a busi-
ness point of view but because le

realised that if the Government came
into the district to compete with us in
our work of supplying current in our
district they could sell under cost and
so push us out of existence. The man-
ager had a perfect right to make a state-
ment of that nature, that no individaal,
no small body or company, conld stand
up in competition against the Govern.
- ment who have as capital the money of
the taxpayer. The manager of the Fre-
mantle Tramway scheme recognised thia
fact and said that in those circumstances
it would be wise to fake current from the
Government; but his recommendation to
the board was that we should retain our
own power house and generate our own
current. I propose now to deal with the
question of the Perth power house plant.
Ruf, there i something in this connse-
tion of a highly technical nature and
perhaps it may be slightly dilfieult for
hon. members to follow me. T will, how-
ever, make it as clear as possible and try
to put the matter in as popular a form
I ean so thai members will understand
what T am speaking of. The two gentle-
men who advised the Guvernment in re-
gard to this scheme, Messrs. Merz and
MecLellan, had been in Melbourne advis-
ing fthe Vietorian Government, and be-
cause they were in Australia, the Govern-
ment of this State seized the opportunity
of engaging them for the purpose of get-
ting some advice as to the applicability
of a scheme to Perth. I do not know
what inquiries were made by the Gov-
crnment about the firm, as to whether
they were capable of giving the infor-
mation, qualified to give the necessary
reports to the Government on this ques-
tion, or not. But, T know this, that the
advice given to the Government by those
experts was not exactly what we shonld
have desired. They have made mistakes
in several directions in regard to varions
State enterprises, and consequently it is
open to question whether they were
qualified to give the veport which the
Government paid them for. T have a cer-
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tain amount of infermation which goes
to show that they were not. I give them
the benefit of the doubt, and say that
they were not qualified to give the infor-
ination, otherwise 1 should he compelied
to the view thal they had some ulterior
wmotive in advising the Government in
the way they have. I prefer to put it in
the way of saying that they had not the
necessary knowledge. 1t is interesting to
notice that Messrs, Merz and McLellan
recommended machinery on  what is
known as the 40-cycle pericdicity system.
[ may explain in regard to electric cur-
rent that there are two well-known sys-
tems, one the direet current, which means
that the pulsation is continuous in one
direction, and the alternating 'current, in
which the pulsations are backwards and
forwards—the periodicity 1s alternative

from the positive to the negaiive—
and a  40-eycle  periodicity  means
that there are 40 pulsaltions per
second. It will help members fo

understand if they will hear that point
in mind, that Messrs. Merz and McLellan
recommended a 40-cvele periodicity to
the Covernment, and that in doing so
they recommended something entirely
different from anything that was pre-
viously in this Slate. The whole of the
motors will have to be either scrapped,
sold or exchanged before consumers can
receive current from the scheme. Tt will
not be poszible for the owner of any
motor in the metropolitan area to use
for the 40-evele current any motor which
is at present used for the 50-cycle eur-
rent without its being reduced twenty
per cent. in ellicieney; or else the motors
will have o be serapped or sold and new
motors installed in their places, The cost
to the Government of altering their
motors in connection with the wotk of
the Fremantle harbour from 50-evele to
40-cycie would be approximately £5,000.
That much is admitted by their electrieal
engineer here. When it is recognised that
to convert the motors of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust will cost something like
£5,000, what is going to be the rost of
converting motors throughout the whole
of the distriet in which the change has to
be made? That, T think, shows that Merz
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and MecLellan, in recommending the 40
instead of the 50-cycle, have done some-
thing which the people of this State have
to pay for to-day in the alteration of
motors. But, it does not end with that.
So long as the enrrent is used in the dis-
friet every consumer has to pay a higher
price than would be necessary under the
S50-cvcle periedicity, because very few
firms in the world manufacture machines
on the 40-eycle periodicity.  And there
probably we have a veason why Messrs,
Merz and MclLellan recommended the
scheme. Their rveport and recommenda-
tion was accepted by (he Government
without proper and eareful consideration
and a hurden thus laid on the shoulders
of the people of the State for ail time.
To show that T am not speaking withount
authority—I am not an electrical en-
gineer but I have some knowledge of
these maticrs—I will quole from the En-
gineering Standavds Commiltee Report
on British standards for electrical ma-
ehinery—

The Standard frequency for alfer-
nating-ecorrent work, to he 50 periods
per second. Buf where the cireum-
stances of the care demand a lower
frequeney, a standard of 25 periods
prer second shall be adopted.

Thev recommended the 5H0-cycle system
as the universal system thronghout the
Thiited  Kingdom.  That report was
issued in 1913. This authorify is the
highest in Great Brilain on the question
of periodicity, In England they have
two standards of periodicity, 25 and 50.
The 25 for railway transport motors. The
reasan for this lower periodicity is that
the switches can he manipulated niore
easily than with the higher. In America
they go furfher. They have 25 and 60
instead of 50. Tn this most modern and
ap-to-date scheme we are advised to have
48. The greatest engineering authority
in America on this question says—this
was wrilten in 1911, long hefore Messrs.
Merz and Mclelian came here—

In England and on the continent, 50
cyeles is standard frequency. This fre-
yuency still survives in this eountry.in
Sonthern California, where it was in-
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troducéd before 60 cycles was stand-
ard.  The frequencies of 125 to 140
cyeles, wiieh were standard in the very
early days, 20 years ago, have disap-
peared. The frequency of 40 cycles,
which once was introduced as compro-
mise helween 60 and 25 eycles is
rapidly disappearing, as it is some-
what low for general distribution, and
higher than desirable for comversion to
direet current. Tt was largely used
also for power distribution in mills
and factories s the lowest frequency
at whieh are and incandescent lighiing
is still feasbile; for the reason that 40
cyele generators driven by slow speed
reciprocating engines are more eastly
aperated in parallel, due to the lower
number of poles,
That is (he opinion of an Ameriean en-
pineer who is perhaps the highest en-
rineering authority on schemes of this
nature in Amerien, a man wha gets
£10.000 a year from some big ecorpora-
lions there,

Sttting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.

Hon. J. . ALLEN: Before tea I was
referring to the question of periodicity,
and I was stating that the introduection
of a 40-cyele periodieity in lien of a 50-
evele periodicity is something which would
have a very malerial effect upon the
economic side of this question. I pointed
out that the elecivical authorities of both
England and Ameriea. which lead the
electrical world, were in opposition fo
the installation of a 40-cyele system; and
I have a table of a large numher of the
great eleetrieal works in  the TUnited
States which hears this out in actual
practice. T find that out of 19 large con-
cerns in the Tniled States—and we must
admit that the United States has shown
the world a good deal in electrical mat-
ters—the periodicities adopted have been
as follows: two of the 19 have 23-cycle
periodieity; four have the 50-cyele
periodicity, which js the English stand-
ard; one has 30-evele; and 12 have 60-
evele periodicity. Not one of these great
works has adopted the 40-g¢vele period-
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jeity, It seems strange indeed that we in
Western Australia, in a small place like
Perth, should have adopted something
which the eonsensus of electrical opinion
in the old world and in America con-
demns, rather than that we should fall
into line with modern thought and
modern ways and adopt something which
would he for the hest interests of all
concerned. I have already pointed out
that the cost of machinery under the 40-
eycle periodieity would be greater than
under the standard periodicity, and this
should need uno stressing on my part, be-
cause everyone knows that if he buys an
article whieh is in universal use, it ean
be purchased cheaper than an article
whieh is nsed only by people whbo have
opinions outside the main eurrent of
thought, and who use something whieh i
cither a fad or else something which is
obsolete. That which is universally used,
on aecount of the greater guantity pro-
duced, must naturally be cheaper; and
this applies to the whole of the muchinery
which we shall have to buy under the
40-cvele periodieity.

Hon. C, Somumers: Wil not private
people have to sell their existing plants?

Hon. J. F. ALLEXN: They will have
to sevap them,

Hon. C. Sommers: At whose cost?

Hon. .J. F. ALLEN: That is a matter
I am not conversant with, whether the
Government or the loeal counnecils or the
mdividuals will have to pay for that. Tt
i a loss to the community, which will
have Lo be horne hy the pnblic eventu-
ally.

Ilon. C. Sommers: Could that have
been obviated by adopting the 50-cyecle?

Hon, 3. F. ALLEN: As far as Perth
is conecrned, in some cases no, because
the direct

current lad bheen origin-
aily adopied, In districts where the
alternating eurrent is in  cxistence—

and there are a great numher of such
districts—the change from one ecycle
of periodicity to another eycle is going
to lead to loss to every owner of
a motor. That loss will not only be a
present day loss, but one econtinning
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through all the vears fo come. Every
prerson who purchases a motor or any
gear to be used in connection with the
40-cycle system will have to pay more
tor the same power generated on his
wmotor, and for machinery for that pur-
pose, than he would have had o pay
under the more popular and standard
periodicity of 50-cycles, With either 50-
cyele or G0-cycle, that is to say, either
the English or the American standard,
the cost of all machinery and gear would
have been cheaper for all time than it
will be under what is an obsolete period-
icity. Anofher point in connection with
Messrs, Merz and Melellan's recom-
mendation to the Government, which is
very significant, is this. After advising
the Government of Western Australia on
the scheme for the eity of Perth, they
were asked to furnish a recommendation
for the city of London; and the reecom-
wmendation which they made for the eity
of London was not a 40-cycle periodicity
but a 50-cycle, such as Fremantle
possesses to-day. 1 am willing to admit
ihat possibly Perth is of more importance
than Lendon, and that possibly its re-
guiremeuts may be more advanced than
those’ of London. "That may perhaps ae-
count for the difference. But it is a most
extraordinary thing that the same genile-
men who recommended the obsolete, ount-
of-date 40-cycle periodicity for Perth
should have recommended ‘the 50-cycle
periodieity to the city of London within
a few months of muking the other re-
commendation to the Government bhere.
Troms this T take it that there must have
been =ome reason for the recommendalion
of a 40-cycle periodicity for Perth, I
venture to think there must have heen
some interests involved of which we know
nothing. Thal is the ouieome of the
hole-and-corner method of puorchasing
systems and materials adopted hy the
present Covernment. The people of this
Staie will be called on lo pay for this;
not only now, but for many years to
come. Even in connection with the eree-
tion of the power house the matter is
open to comment. The power house is
erected in a place which I venture to say
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nine engineers out of fen wonld have
condemned, and condemned for iwo
reasons. The first reason relates to the
foundations existing there. The swampy
nature of the subseil made it a very ex-
pensive proposition to put in the founda-
tions; and not only that, but the resulf
las been to give a foundation as lo which
we cannot he sure that it is gZoing to
be effective in the future. Nothing in the
mechanical world requires such a solid,
substantial, rigid foondation as an anto
generator used in electrical works. Unless
the foundation is absolutely rigid, the
hest resnlts cannot be obtained. There
will be undne wear and oscillation which
will affect the work and lead to deteriora-
tion and loss. The ercction of the power
house in the place which has been selected
represents a very serions mislake, Whether
that be the fault of the Government or
of the engineers, I do not know, A wis-
take has been made, however, in the two
points, rigidity of foundation and extra
eost of construction of the foundation. A
further point s that the water supply ob-
tainable where the works have been erecied
is not the best for the purpose. It is
necessary that perfectly elean water
should be used, or water as near to per-
tect puriiy as possible. T undersiand the
works are erected in a swamp, where the
water will be stagnant and probably full
of weeds. The impurities in the water are
going to be a source of expense to the
Government for years to eome. Lastly, as
regards the building, I may he wrong
in my statement here, but if I am wrong
T can be vorreeted. T undersiand ihat the
whole of the building, which is a steel
stroelure, was imported inte this Stafe
and then put together. I should like to
know why the Government, who have
erected a large implement and machinery
works at Rocky Bay, did not utilise the
works for the purpese of constructing
this huilding rather than send the money
out of the Stale to be spent elsewhere on
work which could have heen done more
eheaply and as well here, These are all
points in connection with the Govern-
ment power house calling, in my opinion,
for investigaiion. When I note all these
things, it makes me view with a great

[COUNCIL.]

deal of suspicion anything which the Gov-
ernment attempt to do in connection with
ihiz generating plant, Another step which
the Government propose to fakeis to sup-
ply  municipalities outside the five-mile
radius at an absolute loss. On the figures
of the Government electrical engineer
himself, figures given at the conference
which [ attended, it appears that the cost
of current to the Government is 1.2305d.
per unit. That is the actual cost to the
Government of generating a unit of elee-
{ricity at the works in Last Perth. I will
admit that cost carries standing charges,
but who is to pay those standing charges?
Are the taxpayers of this State as a whole
to pay them, or are the people who use
the current o pay them? If the people
who use the current have not to pay the
standing charges, then the people of this
State generally have the right to object
to the action of the Government in selling
current at a price involving loss to the
taxpayers as a whole. I will admit that
where a private company are developing
current for speecific purposes and have
a surplus, they are right in selling that
surplus outside their own concern at the
setual generating cost for the purpose of
bringing down their own standing charges.
But ihat argument does not apply in the
case of n Government ereeting works at
the expense of the whole of the Stale, the
cosi of which works has to be borne by
the whole of the State. There is no justi-
fiention whatever for the Government’s
selling current to one section of the com-
wunity at what represents an actual loss,
and allowing the people as a whole to
pay for the loss. However, this is on a
par with the other contracts into whieh
the Government have entered and which
are alleged to be at a loss—coniracts un-
der whicli the Government are supposed
to he selling under cost for the purpose
of justifying them in embarking on un-
dertakings which nohody ever asked
them to embark on. T will now go back
to the provisions of the Bill itself, and
T should like to offer some reasons why
this measure should not he placed on the
statute-book. The Government elaim the
right in thig Bill to enter into any dis-
trict and supply both themselves and any



[7 SepTExBER, 1915.]

customers who may desire to take current
from them. We know thai no muniei-
pality could ever establish an electrical
plant of their own if some outside body
could at any time come along and pick
the eyes out of that municipality—absorb
the large customers in advanee of the local
people desiring to generate current them-
selves.

The Colonial Secretary; What cus-
torzers could thev supply under the Bill?

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: The Naval Base,
or, as said in another place, Mt Lyell,
or North Fremantle. If you take these
big costomers away yon penalise the
smaller people against ever getting any
curvent for themselves. If the Govern-
ment take the curvent to the Naval Base
what will be the result to the settiers in
that district? The Fremantle Tramway
Board have received a resolution from
the Fremantle roads board distriet giv-
ing titem tie sole right for a number of
vears to supply current in that distriet.
If power is given the Government under
the Bill to take eurrent to the Naval Base
it will do no good to the State, because
the Government will have to sell to the
Naval Base at a loss, or they will not zet
the contract, while it will badly affect the
settlers in that district, because the Gov-
ernment, hy their action, will absolulely
debar the Fremantle Tramway Boeard
trom taking eurrent into he district to
ibose settlers, and the only chance the
settlers have of geiting the enrrent from
the Fremantle Tramway Board is as an
adjunet to the Naval Base supply. While
T am speaking of the Naval Base, I desire
lo say it has heen stated that the Govern-
ment were not using their influence in re-
gard to seeuring a contract from the
Naval Base. It was stated in another
place that no influence was being
brought te bear on the Federal authori-
ties for the purpose of preventing the
Fremantle Tramway Board from going
intp the distriet and supplying the Naval
Base with electricity. As a matter of fact,
just before Mr. Fanstone weni to the
East, he stated in the presenee of three
witnesses—I have no authority to give
the names to the House, but if it were
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desired 1 daresay I could get eonsent—
that he had promised Mr. Scaddan that
if he did not take electrie current from
the Government he would not take it
from the Fremantle Tramway Board, but
rather would generate it himself. The
fact that the Naval Base authorities said
they were willing to take eurrent from
the board at a farthing a unit more than
the Government had offered it, shows the
ailitnde of both parties. If the tram-
way board took the current from the
Government they could charge the Naval
Base up to 114d, per unit, and the
Naval Base authorities told the Govern-
ment that they were prepared to accept
that price, but if the tramway board
offered it at 1%d. when generated by
themselves, the Naval Base authorities
would not take it from the hoard, but
would put down a plant and generate
their own eurrent. That shows, I think,
there must have heen influenge brought
to bear to prevent the Naval Base from
taking the current from the Fremantle
Tramway Board, and to induce them to
give preference to the Government.
While T am on the ruestion of cost of
current, I would like to point out to the
Government, that although they are so
solieitous to come to the aid of the
smaller districts, and although they make
a great song of their desire to enter into
such districts with a view to enabling the
people to get a cheap current, yet they
are prepared to give the Fremantle Tram-
way Board current at .85d. and enter
into an agreement with that board for 50
yvears, that within a five-mile radius of
the Fremantle town hall they will not
interfere with the board’s operations, and
the board ean supply to the whole of
that district at a price not execeeding
1344, per unit and to the Governmeni at
1144, Yet the hoard are supplying the
Government with enrrvent at 134d., or
a farthing less than they would
have to colleet from the Govern-
ment if they took the bunlk eur-
rent from the Government. And the
tramway hoard have offered to supply
the Mt Lyell works and the Naval Base
and other parties with current at 114d.
Those other parties the Government are
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prepared to hand over to the board if the
board will take the current from the Gov-
ernment, and the board can charge any-
thing up to 134d. for the eurrent. Is this
the way to help the industries in those
districts? Is this showing a consideration
for the people settled in those districts?
Are the Government honest in their siate-
ments, when they are prepared to hand
over to the board the whole of that five-
mile radius to be exploited for 50 years,
at a return of 134d. per unit, when the
hoard to-day is offering (o supply the
same people at 134d.? Are the Govern-
ment honest in the statement that they
are desirous of helping these people?
Rather they are looking for a bhig con-
sumer of current so that they ecan credit
their scheme with a Jarge income and
show a profit on a congern which does
not exist except on paper.  The whole
thing s too palpable, and I will leave
hon. members to consider the matter for
themselves. It has been stated also that
the North Fremantle people have ap-
proached the Commissioner of Railways
for the supply of current. The Govern-
ment knew that the North Fremantle
people had entered into an agreement
with the Fremantle Tramway Board for
the supply of eurrent for 414 years, and
that under these circumstances the North
Fremantle people were not in a position
to negotiate with the Government for the
purchase of current without the cousent
of the Fremanile Tramway Board. It
was stated that because the North Fre.
mantle people hiad desired to do this and
had approached the Government, the Fre-
mantle eounecil had put a elause into their
agreement preventing them from doing
this under & penalty of £1 per day. As
a matier of fact thai agreement was in
existence long before the Government ap-
peared as a competifor, It was binding
on the North Fremanile people, as it was
on the tramway beoard, and it was fo the
advantage of the people of North Fre-
mantle to enter into that agreement, or
they would not have done it. They were
prepared o pay the price of the eurrent,
which is even now cheaper than Perth is
supplving outlying districts at, and that
clause was in the agreement, and was not
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mserted as a penaliy for taking a supply
from the Government. It was stated
that an agreement had heen entered info
by certain parties, who had not foreseen
what was going i{o happen, and that
therefore the (Government would recom-
mend them to brenk the agreemenl rather
than abide by it, because it was no longer
advantageous. Are we in a British eoun-
try, or are we in Germany? The attitude
of the Government appears to have been,
“Why shonld we he bound hy this serap
of paper? Ti standz helween us and our
object, therefore we must destroy it and
lob those suffer who will” 1% is also
staled that the people of Cotiesloe de-
sived to purchase current from the Fre-
mautle Tramway Board at 1V4d. per unif.
1t might be news to the Government to
know thai the manager of the tramways
hoard had recommended the hoard to take
info consideration the supplymng of Cot-
tesloe at less than the price the Govern-
ment would have insisted npon our charg-
ing if we had entered into an agreement
with the Government for the supply of
bulk enrrent. T am stressing these points
fo show that the Government, in endeav-
ouring to induce the Tremantle Tramway
Board to enter into a contract for the
supply of current from the Governmeni,
were prepared to sell fo the hoard the
whole of that district o be exploited for
the next 50 years, and thus to debar the
residents from getting the cheaper eurrent
whieh the baard were prepared to sell to
them. If the Bill passes, the Government
ean go into lthe districk of Fremantle, as
they can go into any other distriet, and
slanghter any attempt on the part of the
people to sapply themselves with cheap
current, and ean exploit ihem for all
{ime. If 1s too late to protest against an
action of any Government after the thing
is effected. The (ime to protest is hefore
it has heen effected, and it is our duty, as
represenfatives of the people, to see that
the small hadies are protected against the
depredations of this or any ather Gov-
ernment, as contemplated by the Biil. T
trust members will remember the argu-
ments so often used in the past. During
the years T have heen & member of the
House I have heard other members again
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and again advoeate private enterprise as
opposed to socialistic enterprise. I have
heard members on many oceasions op-
posing attempts of the Government to
undermine individual effort, and they
have relied upon the sense of justice in
the House {o prevent the Government
from doing anything of the sort. The
proposal contained in the Bill is as much
an attempt to interfere with the rights
of the people as any other attempt to
interfere with private enterprise.  The
Government, through this measure, desire
to get the power to interfere with either
existing or future concerns in the electric
world in this area; and 1 look on the gen-
erating of electric enrrent as being as
much an industry as the making of
bricks. The Government require a cer-
tain amount of ecurrent for themselves.
They generate it by a plant largely in
excess of their actual requirements, and
so, finding themselves with a surplus of
current, they are prepared io sacrifice
any other enterprise which may exisi now
or in the future, for the purpose of prov-
ing that their own ideas are correet, that
their own scheme is right. Tather should
we remember that it is our dnty, as repre-
sentatives of the people, to protect the
weak against the strong, to protect the
small Joeal guverning hodies—which are
as much, in their way, sovereign states
as are the Government—just as much as
we advoeate the protection of our State
Government’s rights against possible en-
croachments of the Federal Government.
and just as much as we attempt to pro-
feet the Federal Government against in-
terference by the TImperial Government.
The local governing bodies are as much
enfitled to their rights and privileges as
are the central Government to theirs, Tt
is not 50 muech a question of the people
supplying themselves with eurrent or of
the CGlovernment supplying fhem; it is
a nquestion rather of one seetion of the
people interfering with another. The
CGlovernment would he the firsi to ery out
if the Federal Government exercised any
powers which they may possess fo rmn a
railway line from our borders to Perth
in opposition fo our own, without con-
sulting the State Government. So we, as
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representatives of the local governing
bodies, should see that the State Govern-
ment do not step in and interfere with
the inherent rights of local governing
bodies, any more than we would allow the
Federal Government to interfere with the
vighls and privileges of the State Gov-
ernment. I trnst members will see that
it is their clear duty to vote against this
measure,

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [7.59}: This Bill is of interest
to the Metropolitan-Suburban province
as well as to the Western province, ang I
would ask if there has not been a slight
exaggeratlon in the speech we have lis-
tened to, to say nothing of a maze of
technicalities, dealing with periodicities
and 40-eycle carrents, which, I frankly
confess, T am unable to follow; because
it is purely a technical matter, and eould
only have been introduced, one would
think, to support the hon. member’s vigws.
Whether it has done so or not, it will be
for the Council to decide. I do not think
it would take up very much time to deal
with the matter when we get into Com-
mittee. T have received a letter from the
Coltesloe Municipality, and one in some-
what similar terms from the South Perth
Municipality, pointing out in the case of
Cottesloe that if the Government runs
their lines through their distriet they do
not want the Government to enter into
competition with them. T hope the leader
of the House, before getting the second
reading throngh, will give the House an
assurance that he will not rush the Com-
mittee stage, so that we may have an op-
portunity of consulting those parties who
are coneerned, or who think they are con-
cerned, in this particular Bill. So far as
T can onderstand the Fremantle attitude,
it is this. They assert that under an Act
of Parliament they have a monopoly in
the supply of electric current and they
ohject to the Government main going
{hrough their munieipality for the pur-
pose of supplying the Naval Base. T am
speaking now of the attitude of Freman-
tle when I say that seems to he an un-
warranfed objection. For my part, if I
thought any serious, or even slight, injus-
tice was heing done to Fremantle T should
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range myself on the side of the hon, wem-
bers who have spoken this evening,

Hon, J. F. Allen interjected.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Apparently I
have misunderstood the attitude of those
hon. members. 8o far as T can gather,
they objeet to the main running through
Fremantle for the purpose of supplying
the Naval Base. In discussing this matter
with those hon. gentlemen one is at a
slight disadvantage. They have the whole
thing at. their finger tips, and it eannot
be expected that those who have not a
complete knowledge of the subject can
have.the same “punch” and knowledge of
detail they have. Hon. members will
agree, I think, that one of the main argu-
ments of the fwo speakers who preceded
me was that the Government should not
be permitted to bring their main through
" the area at Fremantle protected by this
concession, for the purpose of supplying
the Naval Base.

Hon. R. J. Lynn interjected.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: Surely bon.
members cannot deny that. I want to get
to the point of being assured whether 1
am correct in assuring that one of the
main points of objection raised by those
hon. members was that the Government
should not be permitted to bring their line
through the Fremantle area. If those hon.
members deny that, then I admit my argn-
ment falls to the ground. T have no in-
tention of dealing with the technieal
points, such as the reguirements of the
engines or mofors. We are not discuss-
ing that, but merely the meaning of this
particular Bill. It is a very short Bill,
and the only point of argpument is in the
third clause. We have been listening for
a couple of hours to those two speakers
and I should like other hon. members to
confine themselves to that point and say
from their own recollection of what those
two members stated whether I have not
set forth the gist of their objections. If
there is not to be a division on the second
reading of the Bill there will be an op-
portumty of dealing with that matter fur-
ther. The second point raised is as to
whether the Government should be per-
witted to run a cable through Fremantle
for the purpose of supplying Government

[COUNCIL.]

departments. So far as T am concerned,
the argument that the Government should
not be permitted to run through for the
puepose of sapplying the naval base does
not appeal to me; but on the second argu-
ment, as to whether the Government
sheuld supply Government departments,
I think we might have sotne disenssion
when in Committee. I would now only
ask an assarance from the leader of the
House that he will not rush the 1Bill
through the Commitiee stage so that
members may bave an opportunity of
communicating with other bodies who,
equally with Fremauntle, are inferested in
the passage of this Bill,

The Colonial Seeretary: We can take
it fo-morrow night,

Hon. A. SANDERSON : That is rather
short motice. I shall not weary the House
at this stage with the details of a debate
which oceurred in the House a couple of
vears ago in regard to the electrie light-
ing question, and shall reserve any fur-
ther remarks at this stage. I hope that
some hon, members, apart from the mem-
hers for the West provinee, will agree
with me that the points mentioned are
the only ones raised.

The Colonjal Secretary: Those are the
only two points so far as 1 know.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: But that is
denied. It is useless the leader of the
House assuring us that those are the only
points when it is denied by the two hon.
members who must be aecepted as au-
thorities on the question. 1 enlirely agree
with the leader of the House, but T wish
to hear what our friends from Fremantle
say on the point.

The Colonial Secretary: Tf you rea:l
the Bill you will see that it is so.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I agree, but
there again Mr. Lynn and Mr. Allen
deny that that is the point at issue.
I do not see what the wery techni-
cal details given to the FHouse have
to do with the matter at this stage. When
two great authorities, the leader of the
House on one hand and the members for
the West provinee on the other, disagree
how is one to get at the correct position?
It is worse than the Arbifration Conet.
After carefully listening to hon. members
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for nearly two hours with fthe elosest
attention T am fold T have got the wrong
end of the stick and do not know what
[ am talking abeut. 1f I may have an
-assurance from the leader of the House
that he will pot rush this Bil through

Committee 1 may say that personally T’

chall be very much obliged.
On motion by Hon. H. P.
debale adjourned.

C'olebatch,

BILL — NEWCASTLE-BOLGART
RATLWAY EXTENSION.

Received from the Tegislative Assembly
and read a frst time.

House adjourned al 8.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — WAR AND UNEM-
PLOYMENT DISTRESS RELIEF
FUND.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (withont
notice) asked the Honorary Minister:
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"1, Has his attention been drawn fo a

placard, on the walls of the Immigration
Office, stating “The War and Unemploy-
ment Distress Relief Fund is exhansted,
and the commitiee have been compelled
to forther reduce the relief afforded for
bare necessities of life, and 800 children
are appealing for food. Donations re-
ceived within”? 2, Have the Govern-
ment been informed that such distress
exists? 3, If so, why have the Govern-
ment not afforded the necessary relief
from the State Children’s Department
to these childven? 4, Will he give in-
struclions forthwith to have fhis objee-
Lionable placard removed from a Govern-
ment building? 5, Will the Government
consider the advisability of giving the
War and Unemployment Distress Relief
Fund Committee a building in a less
public position to administer their funds?

Hon. R, H, UNDERWOQOD (Honor-
ary Minister) replied: 1, No. 2, No.
3, Practically answered by No. 2; but I
desire to say this in regard to the sub-
ject, that the State never allows a child
to want. 4, I will consider the matter.
5, No, The War and Unemployment Dis-
{ress Relief Fnnd Committee also ad-
minister the Patriotic Fund, and it is ad-
visable that that fund should have a cen-
tral office.

QUESTION — STATE SAWMILLS,
LAND CLEARED.

Mr., 8. STUBBS (for Mr, Allen)
asked the Minister for Works: 1, What
was the cost of clearing the four acres
of land at Big Brook, namely, the land
adjoining the cottages erected for em-
ployees of the Slate SawmillsY 2, Why
was the land cleared, and for what pur-
pose is it at present used or intended to
be used?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Eleven acres of land have
been cleared, not four acres, The cost of
clearing amounted to £17 per acre. 2,
For the purposes of a school and -an
orchard,



